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APPLICATION NOTE NO. 71 Revised July 2005 
 

Desiccant Use and Regeneration (drying) 
 
 
This application note applies to all Sea-Bird instruments intended for underwater use. The application note covers: 
• When to replace desiccant 
• Storage and handling of desiccant 
• Regeneration (drying) of desiccant 
• Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) for desiccant 
 
 
When to Replace Desiccant Bags 
 
Before delivery of the instrument, a desiccant package is placed in the housing, and the electronics chamber is filled with dry 
Argon. These measures help prevent condensation. To ensure proper functioning: 
1. Install a new desiccant bag each time you open the housing and expose the electronics. 
2. If possible, dry gas backfill each time you open the housing and expose the electronics. If you cannot, wait at least  

24 hours before redeploying, to allow the desiccant to remove any moisture from the chamber. 
 
What do we mean by expose the electronics? 
• For most battery-powered Sea-Bird instruments (such as SBE 16, 16plus, 16plus-IM, 17plus, 19, 19plus, 25, 26, 

26plus, 37-SM, 37-SMP, 37-IM, 37-IMP, 44, 53; Auto Fire Module [AFM]), there is a bulkhead between the battery 
and electronics compartments. Battery replacement does not affect desiccation of the electronics, as the batteries are 
removed without removing the electronics and no significant gas exchange is possible through the bulkhead. Therefore, 
opening the battery compartment to replace the batteries does not expose the electronics; you do not need to install a 
new desiccant bag in the electronics compartment each time you open the battery compartment. For these instruments, 
install a new desiccant bag if you open the electronics compartment to access the printed circuit boards. 

• For the SBE 39, 39-IM, and 48, the electronics must be removed or exposed to access the battery. Therefore, install a 
new desiccant bag each time you open the housing to replace a battery. 

 
 
Storage and Handling 
 
Testing by Süd-Chemie (desiccant’s manufacturer) 
at 60% relative humidity and 30 °C shows that 
approximately 25% of the desiccant’s adsorbing 
capacity is used up after only 1 hour of exposure to 
a constantly replenished supply of moisture in the 
air. In other words, if you take a bag out of a 
container and leave it out on a workbench for  
1 hour, one-fourth of its capacity is gone before 
you ever install it in the instrument. Therefore: 
• Keep desiccant bags in a tightly sealed, 

impermeable container until you are ready to 
use them. Open the container, remove a bag, 
and quickly close the container again. 

• Once you remove the bag(s) from the sealed 
container, rapidly install the bag(s) in the 
instrument housing and close the housing.  
Do not use the desiccant bag(s) if exposed to 
air for more than a total of 30 minutes. 
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Regeneration (drying) of Desiccant 
 
Replacement desiccant bags are available from Sea-Bird: 

• PN 60039 is a metal can containing 25 1-gram desiccant bags and 1 humidity indicator card. The 1-gram bags are 
used in our smaller diameter housings, such as the SBE 3 (plus, F, and S), 4 (M and C), 5T, 37 (-SI, -SIP, -SM,  
-SMP, -IM, and –IMP), 38, 39, 39-IM, 43, 44, 45, 48, 49, and 50. 

• PN 31180 is a 1/3-ounce desiccant bag, used in our SBE 16plus, 16plus-IM, 19plus, 21, and 52-MP. 
• PN 30051 is a 1-ounce desiccant bag. The 1-ounce bags are used in our larger diameter housings, such as the  

SBE 9plus, 16, 17plus, 19, 25, 26, 26plus, 32, 53 BPR, AFM, and PDIM. 
However, if you run out of bags, you can regenerate your existing bags using the following procedure provided by the 
manufacturer (Süd-Chemie Performance Packaging, a Division of United Catalysts, Inc.): 
 
 

MIL-D-3464 Desiccant Regeneration Procedure 
 

Regeneration of the United Desiccants’ Tyvek Desi Pak® or Sorb-It® bags or United Desiccants’  
X-Crepe Desi Pak® or Sorb-It® bags can be accomplished by the following method: 
 
1. Arrange the bags on a wire tray in a single layer to allow for adequate air flow around the bags  

during the drying process. The oven’s inside temperature should be room or ambient temperature  
(25 – 29.4 °C [77 – 85 °F] ). A convection, circulating, forced-air type oven is recommended for 
this regeneration process. Seal failures may occur if any other type of heating unit or appliance  
is used. 

 
2. When placed in forced air, circulating air, or convection oven, allow a minimum of 3.8 to 5.1 cm  

(1.5 to 2.0 inches) of air space between the top of the bags and the next metal tray above the bags.  
If placed in a radiating exposed infrared-element type oven, shield the bags from direct exposure to the 
heating element, giving the closest bags a minimum of 40.6 cm (16 inches) clearance from the heat 
shield. Excessive surface film temperature due to infrared radiation will cause the Tyvek material to 
melt and/or the seals to fail. Seal failure may also occur if the temperature is allowed to increase 
rapidly. This is due to the fact that the water vapor is not given sufficient time to diffuse through the 
Tyvek material, thus creating internal pressure within the bag, resulting in a seal rupture. Temperature 
should not increase faster than 0.14 to 0.28 °C (0.25 to 0.50 °F) per minute. 

 
3. Set the temperature of the oven to 118.3 °C (245 °F), and allow the bags of desiccant to reach 

equilibrium temperature. WARNING: Tyvek has a melt temperature of 121.1 – 126.7 °C  
(250 – 260 °F) (Non MIL-D-3464E activation or reactivation of both silica gel and Bentonite clay can 
be achieved at temperatures of 104.4 °C [220 °F]). 

 
4. Desiccant bags should be allowed to remain in the oven at the assigned temperature for 24 hours.  

At the end of the time period, the bags should be immediately removed and placed in a desiccator jar or 
dry (0% relative humidity) airtight container for cooling. If this procedure is not followed precisely, 
any water vapor driven off during reactivation may be re-adsorbed during cooling  
and/or handling. 

 
5. After the bags of desiccant have been allowed to cool in an airtight desiccator, they may be removed 

and placed in either an appropriate type polyliner tightly sealed to prevent moisture adsorption, or a 
container that prevents moisture from coming into contact with the regenerated desiccant. 

 
 
NOTE: Use only a metal or glass container with a tight fitting metal or glass lid to store the regenerated desiccant. Keep 
the container lid closed tightly to preserve adsorption properties of the desiccant. 
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SECTION I -- PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 

 
Trade Name and Synonyms: Silica Gel, Synthetic Amorphous Silica, 

Silicon, Dioxide 
Chemical Family: Synthetic Amorphous Silica 
Formula: SiO2.x H2O 
 
 

SECTION II -- HAZARDOUS INGREDIENTS 
 

Components in the Solid Mixture 
COMPONENT CAS No % ACGIH/TLV  (PPM) OSHA-(PEL) 

Amorphous 
Silica 

63231-67-4 >99 PEL - 20 (RESPIRABLE), 
TLV – 5 

LIMIT – NONE, 
HAZARD - 
IRRITANT 
 

 
Synthetic amorphous silica is not to be confused with crystalline silica such as quartz, 
cristobalite or tridymite or with diatomaceous earth or other naturally occurring forms of 
amorphous silica that frequently contain crystalline forms. 
 
This product is in granular form and packed in bags for use as a desiccant.  Therefore, no 
exposure to the product is anticipated under normal use of this product.  Avoid inhaling 
desiccant dust. 
 
 

SECTION III -- PHYSICAL DATA 
 
Appearance and Odor:  White granules; odorless. 
Melting Point: >1600 Deg C; >2900 Deg F 
Solubility in Water: Insoluble. 
Bulk Density: >40 lbs./cu. ft. 
Percent Volatile by Weight @ 1750 Deg F: <10%. 
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SECTION IV -- FIRE EXPLOSION DATA 
 
Fire and Explosion Hazard - Negligible fire and explosion hazard when exposed to heat 
or flame by reaction with incompatible substances. 
 
Flash Point - Nonflammable. 
 
Firefighting Media - Dry chemical, water spray, or foam.  For larger fires, use water spray 
fog or foam. 
 
Firefighting - Nonflammable solids, liquids, or gases:  Cool containers that are exposed 
to flames with water from the side until well after fire is out.  For massive fire in enclosed 
area, use unmanned hose holder or monitor nozzles; if this is impossible, withdraw from 
area and let fire burn.  Withdraw immediately in case of rising sound from venting safety 
device or any discoloration of the tank due to fire. 
 
 

SECTION V -- HEALTH HAZARD DATA 
 

Health hazards may arise from inhalation, ingestion, and/or contact with the skin and/or 
eyes.  Ingestion may result in damage to throat and esophagus and/or gastrointestinal 
disorders.  Inhalation may cause burning to the upper respiratory tract and/or temporary or 
permanent lung damage.  Prolonged or repeated contact with the skin, in absence of 
proper hygiene, may cause dryness, irritation, and/or dermatitis.  Contact with eye tissue 
may result in irritation, burns, or conjunctivitis. 
 
First Aid (Inhalation) - Remove to fresh air immediately.  If breathing has stopped, give 
artificial respiration.  Keep affected person warm and at rest.  Get medical attention 
immediately.   
 
First Aid (Ingestion) - If large amounts have been ingested, give emetics to cause 
vomiting.  Stomach siphon may be applied as well.  Milk and fatty acids should be 
avoided.  Get medical attention immediately. 
 
First Aid (Eyes) - Wash eyes immediately and carefully for 30 minutes with running 
water, lifting upper and lower eyelids occasionally.  Get prompt medical attention. 
 
First Aid (Skin) - Wash with soap and water. 
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NOTE TO PHYSICIAN: This product is a desiccant and generates heat as it adsorbs 
water.  The used product can contain material of hazardous nature.  Identify that material 
and treat accordingly. 
 
 

SECTION VI -- REACTIVITY DATA 
 
Reactivity - Silica gel is stable under normal temperatures and pressures in sealed 
containers.  Moisture can cause a rise in temperature which may result in a burn. 
 
 

SECTION VII  --SPILL OR LEAK PROCEDURES 
 
Notify safety personnel of spills or leaks.  Clean-up personnel need protection against 
inhalation of dusts or fumes.  Eye protection is required.  Vacuuming and/or wet methods 
of cleanup are preferred.  Place in appropriate containers for disposal, keeping airborne 
particulates at a minimum. 
 
 

SECTION VIII -- SPECIAL PROTECTION INFORMATION 
 
Respiratory Protection - Provide a NIOSH/MSHA jointly approved respirator in the 
absence of proper environmental control.  Contact your safety equipment supplier for 
proper mask type. 
 
Ventilation - Provide general and/or local exhaust ventilation to keep exposures below 
the TLV.  Ventilation used must be designed to prevent spots of dust accumulation or 
recycling of dusts. 
 
Protective Clothing - Wear protective clothing, including long sleeves and gloves, to 
prevent repeated or prolonged skin contact. 
 
Eye Protection - Chemical splash goggles designed in compliance with OSHA 
regulations are recommended.  Consult your safety equipment supplier. 
 
 

SECTION IX -- SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS 
 
Avoid breathing dust and prolonged contact with skin.  Silica gel dust causes eye irritation 
and breathing dust may be harmful. 
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* No Information Available 
 
HMIS (Hazardous Materials Identification System) for this product is as 
follows: 
 
Health Hazard 0 
Flammability 0 
Reactivity 0 
Personal Protection HMIS assigns choice of personal protective equipment to the 

customer, as the raw material supplier is unfamiliar with the 
condition of use. 

 
The information contained herein is based upon data considered true and accurate.  However, United Desiccants makes no warranties 
expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or adequacy of the information contained herein or the results to be obtained from the use 
thereof.  This information is offered solely for the user's consideration, investigation and verification.  Since the use and conditions of 
use of this information and the material described herein are not within the control of United Desiccants, United Desiccants assumes no 
responsibility for injury to the user or third persons.  The material described herein is sold only pursuant to United Desiccants' Terms 
and Conditions of Sale, including those limiting warranties and remedies contained therein.  It is the responsibility of the user to 
determine whether any use of the data and information is in accordance with applicable federal, state or local laws and regulations. 
 
 


